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of her cousin's natural daughters' This is only a
trifling example of the uncorwentionality of those

days i- but it tends to show to what an extent natural

children were a normal occurrence under the Georges.
The case was so usual that it scarcely provoked
any comment*

There was no strain of asceticism in the young
poet's nature, to make him an exception to his age,

However reticent his poetry may be, we can feel in
it the ardour of his blood in those years. It partly
reveals what De Quincey bluntly describes as Words-
worth's ** preternatural animal sensibility, diffused
through till the animal passions (or appetites) " and
considers as the basis of his " intellectual passions." l
It would be quite idle to give proofs, had not the fact
been ignored by most critics and biographers* Setting
aside the mysterious Lucy whom he was to sing in
his finest verse and for whom he felt among the
English hills ** the joy of his desire/' there were
daughters of Westmorland farmers whom he visited
during his Cambridge vacations* With them the
whole night sometimes passed in dances from which
he came home with fevered brain, having felt in
their company

Slight shocks of young love-liking interspersed,
Wluw. transient pleasure mutinied to the head

And tm^kd through the

And it was that very " tingling " that had favoured

the birth of his poetic vocation.    It was in the
morning following one of those nights of rustic

1 De Qtiinwy's Collected Writings, Edited by David
II. p, 346.

iv IV, 317*19*s simplicity and ingenuousness
